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Nazimuddin and Nurul Amin Govts are not prone to the just demands of the people in
general. People demanded Bengali to be one of the state languages of Pakistan but
they have turned a deaf ear to it. Khawaja Nazim declared that Urdu should be the
only state language of Pakistan. The movement punched on the 21st Feb. 1952 was
not a movement for the Bengali Language[] it was a movement for our life and death.
We want to live like menl[] want food, cloth, shelter, rights of a citizen, liberty of
speech and a society free from exploitation. The movement of 21st Feb. 1952 was an
expression of these demands of the people, and the students received bullets and
Lathicharge. We have come here to observe ‘martyrs day’ but every day people are
dying of starvation in East Bengal. Our mothers and sisters are going naked, morale
of people of East Bengal has broken and the ruling class is sucking the blood of the
people. 1 am not disrespectful to those who died in connection with Language
Movement. Demands of no nation can be met without sacrifice and perseverance. We
have to end the present oppressive rule in the country by peaceful means and establish
a people’s rule in its place. Bengali is one of the richest languages of the world. Each
one of the East Bengali is ready to lay down life for the demand for Bengali
Language. Moulana Bhasani and a few hundred others are in jail. No one can be
detained in jail without a trial. We cannot get our demands fulfilled by merely passing
resolutions. There cannot be any truce or pact with the oppressors who have sucked
our blood and kept our mothers and sisters naked. Either they or we will remain in
power. Every one of us wants not only Bengali as one of the State Languages, food,
cloth, shelter but also the rights of a citizen, liberty of speech and release of political
prisoners. If the present Govt. cannot concede to these just demands of the people let
them give out power for those who will be able to fulfill them. So long as our
demands are not conceded we shall carry on our movement peacefully in every nook
and corner of East Bengal. Muslim League rule must be brought to an end by
peaceful means for the good of the people in general. We are ready not only to go to
jail but also to face bullets for the demands of Bengali Language, release of political
prisoners and for making a society free from exploitation. [Sheikh Hasina, 2009B : 88
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... I would request you to revise your ruling and allow honorable members to
speak in Bengali which is going to be one of the State Language of Pakistan. It is a
very serious matter for us and here nobody can force us not to speak in our own
mother-tongue. | will here and now speak in Bengali and nobody can prevent me
from doing that. If you are not going to allow me to speak in Bengali, then all the
Awami League members will have no alternative but to walk out of the House, as
a protest. (8@ : Shahryar Igbal, 1977 : 28) —sfeNes e sa=ifaaen fofd qe=w : st
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