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Abastract: There are two structural and thematic divisions of Sanskrit literature -
Drisyakavya and Sravyakavya. Again there are two distinctions of Dri§yakavya - riipak
and upriipak. And Sravyakavya has three forms - gadyakavya, padyakavya and
campukavya. Again, gadyakavya is divided into two types - Katha and Akhyayika. On the
other hand, there are three types of padyakavya — Mahakavya, Khandakavya and Gitikavya.
And Gitikavya (lyric poetry) has forms - Prabandhakavya and Muktakkavya (prolonged
poetry, each verse is free). And Satakkavya is called Muktkavya. Bhartrhari composed his
Nttisatak by adopting the characteristics of this Muktakkavya (free poetry). It is a seminal
text of moral teaching in Sanskrit poetry. Bhartrhari saw the moral degradation of the then
society and composed it in Satasloka. It is named Nitisatak because he wrote the Satsloka
of Ntti. The principles within the verses are applicable to human society. The maxims of
Bhartrhari show us a way to stop can the moral degradation that we see in various societies
of the present world. The purpose of the present article is to highlight how if we follow
Bhartrhari's moral teachings we can be more responsive to the values and ethics that should
govern our life and thus become more responsive and compassionate individuals.
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